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Multnomah Klamath among countles

I‘Jr

*tioNed 1 program with -an afl<

* Indian board that reports to

ithe Klamath Tribal Council;
,pyersega a variety of local
‘méiital healfh.programs.
Among-

them is'the Congor- -

4ium, ah innovative parols
-und prubatmn substance

abuse enunuehng Pprogram

Hﬂ:athas.drashmllycutmwh

1s the Coxisortium, which

. shonld be the statewide
© Toodal,” .

Clarke said,
" He discussed the impend-

Jngm&mckdtmng'l‘unadny’u '

‘Klamath County commis-
moners meetmg. gmmis-
sioners &uthorized Clarke to
speak - strongly ag‘a.mnt- the
«cntg during a meeting of
‘mental health directors

' ‘I‘humdayinSalem, promis-.
“ing hinw a letter of support %

‘,pmsentnttheseamn.

- Colette Fleck, behavioral -

iwalthpmgram administra-

+tor for Klamath County.

‘Mental Health, ssid the loss

wouldbenhoutsﬁﬂoﬂpqr-

begmnmgmzooﬂ

The a]lneanon formula is

based 70 percent on & com- .
“munity’s popitlation and 30 -

Eemnt on “prevalence,” or
percentage of county res-

-idents who have drug or

_problems
Karen Wheeler of the

' Oﬂieeust'MentalHealthnnd
" ;Addictiori Services said that

ithe agénicy uses a 1999 state
smﬂytodetu'minethenum-
‘ber of people with drug or

:alcohol problems iu each

cuunty It also nses the

annial Oregon Heanlthy
Teens gurvey, which is fund-

‘edbya variety ¢ ofmurm

" ‘Counties that will see a
-big boost in fapding over the
,ﬁve-yea.r permd inelude
Wi with an increase
of $500,000; Clackemas,
$495,000; Deschntes,

$188,500; Lane, $153,500; -

'rthat are gettlng big cuts in funding
KADA & tnbglly sanc- .

‘Lion, $85, 000; and Polk,
m,m

A base nllocatlon of
$60,000 per year will be
established for tribes as well

‘a3 smiall covinties,

Multnomah- Cpunty j joiria
Klamath County among the
countieg getting big reduc-
tions in funding. The five-
year loss for Multnomah will
be $1.2 miltion. -~ « - ~

Wheeler said Multnomah

- County is being cut deapite

l.ugh populahon and preva-
lence nunbéers because it wiag

.considered ovir-funded on a

cnpltabnms in the past

Waighting for prevalence is
unfair to roral counties
because of the long distances
man.y ple must drive to
receive Clavke gaid.
It is more difficult for a
Gilchrist résident to access

- services in Klamath Falls than

it i8 for people in wrban areas.
to get the same treatment.

~ *It's 'a loaded: formula,”

‘Claxke said. *Both ef these
. eriteria skew everytbmg
‘toward nrhan areas, which

are the wealth:est amas of

. the state.

 “Suburban Purﬂand:s the
big winner because they
don’t have a skid row as
Portland does. Portland’s
fupds and-our fuuds are
going to suburban areas.
Money goes from the most

-nﬂedywthehastnee&y

A miore: eqluta.ble formula
would factor in # communi-

 ty's geography and pwartsr
rdte, Clarke siid.

Elamath County comumis-
sioners agreed -with his
assessment of urben winners
and mral losers.

“*It’s an in-your-face insnlt.”

- John Eiliot} said. “T see politi-
“cal correctness run amok.”

Al Switzer added, “We
need to stand up and say this
is ridicalons. We've had great:
results, and now they're -
going to pull it away. You're

going torbe pulling things out

ﬂmtamarumssﬁ:l.



